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Abstract. Small-sample properties of the likelihood ratio test, the Wald test and the score test about
significance of the effect in the Cox proportional hazards model for the right-censored and left-truncated
data are investigated. These are large-sample tests, and, therefore, these are only approximate tests and they
do not necessary maintain chosen significance level. Consequently, the p-value can be inaccurate as well.
Higher order approximations of the likelihood function based on the Barndorff-Nielsen formula and the
Lugannani-Rice formula are used in order to improve the accuracy of statistical inferences. The accuracy of
these tests together with proposed approximations are compared by means of simulations under conditions
of decreasing the sample size, and increasing proportion of right-censored and left-truncated data in the
Cox model with the exponential and the Weibull distribution of the baseline hazard function. The results
show that higher order approximations based on the Lugannani-Rice and the Barndorff-Nielsen formulas
in combination with the Wald statistic improve the accuracy.

1. Introduction

Time to event data analysis, called as survival analysis, is in medicine one of the most used approach at
all. It is a collection of statistical procedures for analysing the duration until the occurrence of an event of
interest. An event is usually taken as death, relapse of some disease, stage of disease, etc. The methodology
is also applicable in other fields like in economy [4, 30], material technology [19], or information technology
[25]. Observed times of event are usually analysed by means of the survival analysis, however other basic
approaches like a linear model approach or a comparative analysis can be used.

A typical phenomenon for survival analysis is a censoring and a truncation. A censoring is used when
missing information about the time of the event occurs. For example, an event happened in some time
interval, did not occur during the study, or an individual left the study before its end. The last two examples
represent a right-censoring and in our study the latest one is considered. Left-truncation, also called as
delayed entry, means that the start of follow up for some individuals is different from the specified time
origin, so these individuals are observed after they survive some entry point.
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In time to event data analysis, we have to select a time scale and specify the origin and the end of the
study. A time scale is usually time-on-study and the age is considered as a covariate. Recently, the age as
a time scale started to be considered as well [36]. When age is considered as a time scale, the beginning
of these time to event studies is the date of the birth of studied individuals. These data are considered
like left-truncated [14]. There is amount of scientific articles focused on choosing a time scale and defining
starting point, e.g. [21, 24, 29]. Meanwhile Korn et al. [29] prefers age of the patience as the time scale,
Ingram and Makuc [24] suggested two easy conditions which provides that time to study do not give biased
estimate in case when age is used as a time scale. Authors Gail et al. [21] focused on six different Cox
proportional hazards models with respect to the time scale used. Left-truncation is in the medical field
used not just for age as a time scale but also when time to event after some specific point is analysed, e.g.
twenty-four hours after a surgery, or seven days after leaving a hospital.

Common statistical task in survival analysis is to model the effect of considered covariates on time
to event. There are several parametric, semi-parametric and non-parametric models in survival analysis
which can be used to describe time to event, see e.g. [22]. The Cox proportional hazards model [15] is one
of the most used model in survival analysis and is classified as a semi-parametric model.

The aim of the paper is to evaluate the accuracy of statistical inference about a scalar parameter in
the Cox proportional hazards model. The significance of the effect of each covariate in the Cox model
is usually verified by means of the likelihood ratio test, the Wald test and the score test [11]. These are
large-sample tests, and therefore, these are only approximate tests and they do not necessary maintain
the significance level α. Accordingly, higher order approximations [8] of the likelihood root based on
the Barndorff-Nielsen formula [3] and the Lugannani-Rice formula [33] are used in order to improve the
accuracy of statistical inferences. The accuracy of these large-sample tests together with the proposed
approximations are compared by means of simulations under conditions of decreasing the sample size, and
increasing proportion of right-censored and left-truncated data in the Cox model with the exponential and
the Weibull distribution of the baseline hazard function.

The paper is organized as follow. In the next section, some fundamentals of the Cox proportional
hazards model, necessary for this contribution, are recalled. Section 3 is devoted to the large-sample tests
for testing significance of the effect of one covariate in the Cox model. The accuracy of tests is discussed in
the context of liberal and conservative tests. In Section 4, higher order approximations are introduces. A
large simulation study focused on the accuracy of the tests is presented in Section 5 and the final Section 6
concludes.

2. Cox Proportional Hazards Model

The widely used method to investigate several variables at a time is the Cox proportional hazards model
[15]. The hazard function at a time t is the probability that, during a very short time interval, an event will
occur, conditional on not having the event up to a time t. The hazard function assesses the instantaneous
risk of the event for an individual which has survived a time t. Formally, let T ≥ 0 be a random variable
denoting the event time. The hazard function is defined as

h(t) = lim
∆t→0

P{t ≤ T < t + ∆t|T ≥ t}
∆t

. (1)

The Cox proportional hazards model specifies the hazard function to covariates x = (x1, . . . , xp)′ for an
i-th individual in the form

h(t, xi) = h0(t) exp(xi1β1 + xi2β2 + ... + xipβp), (2)

where h0(t) is the baseline hazard function when all covariates are zero. The key assumption in the Cox
models is proportional hazards, i.e. the hazard for any individual is a fixed proportion of the hazard for
any other individual, which can be limiting in some cases. However, the advantage of the Cox model is
that no assumptions are made about the baseline hazard and it is not necessarily to be estimated.
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With respect to the proportionality of the hazard function, Cox in [15] suggested the partial likelihood
function for the estimation of regression coefficients. This approach is based on the part of the likelihood
function representing the main effect of the covariates which is free of the baseline hazard. Assuming that
event times and censoring times are independent, the partial likelihood is the product of every conditional
probabilities of an event of the i-th individual at time ti given events of individuals at risk at time ti, that is

L(β) =

n∏
i=1

 exp(x′iβ)∑
j∈Ri

exp(x′jβ)

δi

. (3)

Here the symbol Ri = { j : t j ≥ ti} denotes the risk set comprising those individuals still available to have
an event at time ti and t j means the event time of those subjects at risk. Using the risk set is a convenient
mechanism for excluding from denominator those individuals who already experienced the event and from
this point of view are not part of this risk set [1]. The symbol δi is an indicator of the survival status of the
i-th individual, where δi = 1 denotes an event at time ti and δi = 0 means right-censoring.

The corresponding log partial likelihood is

l(β) =

n∑
i=1

x′iβ − log
∑
j∈Ri

exp(x′jβ)


δi

, (4)

the partial score function is

l′(β) =

n∑
i=1

xi −

∑
j∈Ri

exp(x′jβ)x j∑
j∈Ri

exp(x′jβ)

δi

, (5)

and the Hessian matrix of the partial log likelihood is

l′′(β) = −

n∑
i=1


∑

j∈Ri
exp(x′jβ)x jx′j∑

j∈Ri
exp(x′jβ)

−

[
∑

j∈Ri
exp(x′jβ)x j][

∑
j∈Ri

exp(x′jβ)x′j]

[
∑

j∈Ri
exp(x′jβ)]2

δi

. (6)

The inverse of the Hessian matrix evaluated at the maximum likelihood estimate β̂ is often used as an
approximate variance-covariance matrix for the estimator β̂. The negative value of the Hessian matrix is
the observed Fisher information matrix, J(̂β) [31].

Handling with left-truncation is performed by control of the risk set Ri. Let us denote a truncation time
as K. Then the risk set of the partial likelihood function is given by Ri = { j : t j ≥ ti ∧ t j ≥ K}.

When times in the continuous time model are grouped, ties in event times can be observed. In the Cox
partial likelihood model ties are not considered, because the formula (3) is valid only for data which are
not grouped. If the number of tied data is relatively small, Breslow [10] proposed an approximation of the
likelihood function based on summing up covariates for all individuals experiencing the event at a given
time point ti and rising the result to a power equal to the number of events tied at ti. In case that no tied
data occur, the Breslow approximation gives the same results as the Cox model.

3. Testing Significance of the Effect

The significance of the effect of each covariate in the Cox proportional hazards model is usually verified
by means of the likelihood ratio test, the Wald test and the score test [11]. In view of issues in the following
sections, only one covariate x will be considered in the Cox model. However, all the results can be
generalized for a p-dimensional vector of covariates. For a scalar regression parameter β, these tests are
based on the functions

likelihood root r(β) = sign(β̂ − β)
[
2
{
l ˆ(β) − l(β)

}]1/2
; (7)

score statistic s(β) = j(β̂)−1/2∂l(β)/∂β; (8)

Wald statistic t(β) = j(β̂)−1/2(β̂ − β), (9)
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where j(β̂) is the observed Fisher information. Under the null hypothesis H0 : β = β0, the statistics (7)-(9)
have an asymptotic standard normal distribution, N(0, 1). In survival analysis, these statistics are used in a
square. Hence, under the null hypothesis, the likelihood ratio test statistic is

TLRT = 2[l(β̂) − l(β0)], (10)

the Wald test is based on a statistic of the form

TW = (β̂ − β0)2
/

j(β̂), (11)

and the test statistic for the score test is

TS =
[
∂l(β0)/∂β

]2
/

j(β̂). (12)

The statistics (10)-(12) have an asymptotic χ2-distribution with one degree of freedom if the null hypothesis
is true. For a given significance level α, H0 is rejected if the realization of the test statistic is greater than
the (1− α)-quantile of χ2-distribution with one degree of freedom. These are large-sample tests. Therefore,
these are only approximate tests and they do not necessary maintain the significance level α.

The decision to reject or accept a null hypothesis is mostly based on a p-value. Small values of
the p-value p(X) give evidence that an alternative hypothesis is true. The p-value is said to be valid if
P(p(X) ≤ α|H0) ≤ α for every α ∈ 〈0, 1〉 [7]. If the test is approximate, the p-value can be inaccurate. It is
possible that the observed p-value p is smaller than the true p-value is. A test that tends to underestimate
the true p-value is called a liberal test. A liberal test is more likely to find statistical significance even where
it does not truly exist. In contrast, the test is conservative if it tends to overestimate the p-value p. Hence,
the probability of incorrectly rejecting the null hypothesis is never greater than the significance level α. A
conservative test is less likely to find statistical significance even where it does truly exist.

The valid p-value p(X) follows the uniform distribution U(0, 1) under the null hypothesis, however
this not happened generally in the case of approximate tests. To assess the accuracy of the p-value,
the empirical cumulative distribution function of p(X) can be compared with the theoretical cumulative
distribution function ofU(0, 1) [37]. As it will be shown later, the accuracy of the p-value depends not only
on the sample size, but also on the proportion of right-censored observations in a data set and on the length
of left-truncation as well.

4. Higher Order Approximations

Asymptotically, the likelihood ratio test, the Wald test and the score test have the same distribution,
however, numerically they give different results in applications. Numerous books and papers deal with
properties of these test. Peers [34] showed that under general conditions there is no huge difference between
these tests from the power of these functions side. Chandra and Joshi [12] proved that the score test is more
powerful than these others two for the large-sample size. Yi [40] compared these tests under a specific
design of experiment and based on the simulation study recommends to use the Wald test.

These three tests are approximations of the first order with the relative error of order O(n−1/2). In
the following, modification of the likelihood root based on the theory of higher order asymptotics [8] is
used in order to improve the accuracy of the p-value when testing the significance of an effect in the Cox
proportional hazard model with one covariate. The Barndorff-Nielsen approximation [3] modifies the
likelihood root by adding the term with the combination of the likelihood root with the score statistic or the
Wald statistic as follows

r∗(β) = r(β) +
1

r(β)
log

(
q(β)
r(β)

)
, (13)

where q(β) = s(β) (the combination of the likelihood root and the score statistic), or q(β) = t(β) (the com-
bination of the likelihood root and the Wald statistic). The statistic r∗ has an asymptotic standard normal
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distribution, or, equivalently, (r∗)2 has an asymptoticχ2-distribution with one degree of freedom. Other type
of modification is the Lugannani-Rice approximation [33]. Its distribution function has similar asymptotic
properties like the distribution function of r∗. The Lugannani-Rice formula is defined by the relation

Φ
{
r(β)

}
+

{
1

r(β)
−

1
q(β)

}
φ

{
r(β)

}
, (14)

where the symbols Φ and φ mean the cumulative distribution function and the probability distribution
function of a standard normal distribution, respectively. The advantage of these approximations is that
they have relative error of order O(n−3/2) in the centre of the distribution and of order O(n−1) in the tails [8].

5. Simulation Study

The following simulation study is focused on the accuracy of the likelihood ratio test (LRT), the Wald test
(W), and the score test (S), together with the proposed approximations based on the Barndorff-Nielsen (BN)
and Lugannani-Rice (LR) formulas, where the likelihood root is combined with the Wald statistic (denoted
as BNW and LRW, respectively), or with the score statistic (denoted as BNS and LRS, respectively). The
significance of an effect of one covariate in the Cox proportional hazards model is verified under conditions
of decreasing the sample size, and increasing proportion of right-censored and left-truncated data. All
computations were done using the procedure PROC PHREG in the software SAS 9.3 with the Breslow
approximation of the partial likelihood. Convergence was achieved for all replications under each of the
model.

For each situation, 1000 independent samples were generated with the sample size n = (100, 70, 50, 30, 20).
Survival data consists of triplets (xi, ti, δi), i = 1, . . . ,n, where xi is the value of the covariate, ti is the observed
time-to-event, and δi is an indicator of the survival status (event or right-censoring) for the i-th individual.
Two most typically used distributions in survival analysis were considered. These are the Weibull distri-
bution and the exponential distribution. Main characteristics such as the probability distribution function,
survival and hazard function of these distributions are described in Table 1. The survival function indicates
the probability that an individual survives a specified time. Together with the Gompertz distribution these
follow the assumption of the proportionality for the Cox proportional hazards model. The exponential
distribution is a special case of the Weibull distribution, Wei(λ, ν), with the shape parameter ν = 1. The
exponential baseline hazard function is constant unlike the Weibull one which is decreasing for ν < 1 and
for ν > 1 is increasing. The shape parameter was chosen as ν = 0.5 and ν = 2; the scale parameter λ was
chosen as λ1 = 1.7, λ2 = 0.7, and λ3 = 0.07. The scale parameter λ determinates the variability. If λ is large,
the distribution is more spread out, and, consequently, a time scale in survival analysis is long. Conversely,
the distribution is more concentrated for small λ, and, thus a time scale is short, see Figure 2, where the
Kaplan-Meier estimates [26] of the survival functions for the Weibull baseline hazard functions Wei(1.7, 0.5)
and Wei(1.7, 2) are presented. For Wei(1.7, 2), a time scale is six times longer. The survival functions are
categorized by a dichotomous variable x. While the category x = 1 demonstrates better survival perfor-
mance for Wei(1.7, 0.5), for Wei(1.7, 2) the opposite is true. Both survival functions are without censored
observations and without truncation.

One covariate x was considered either as a dichotomous predictor, or as a continuous. Effects of a
continuous covariate were generated from the standard normal distribution N(0, 1); for a dichotomous one,
effects were generated from the binomial distribution Bi(1, 0.6). Times to event were generated from the
Cox model assuming no effect of a covariate on survival time (the true value of the regression parameter is
β = 0) and the exponential and the Weibull baseline hazard function using the inverse probability method
[6], see Table 2. Right-censoring δi was generated randomly assuming 0, 20, 50, and 70 percent of censored
observations. If δi = 0, i.e. the i-th individual was censored, the censoring time ci was generated in the
same way as the time of event ti together with the additional condition ci ≤ ti, and (xi, ci, δi) was considered
as the resulting data triplet for the i-th individual. Right-censoring due to leaving the study from other
causes than an event was only considered. Left-truncation was chosen according to the time scale and it
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Table 1: Weibull and exponential distribution characteristics.

Characteristic Exponential distribution Weibull distribution
Parameters λ > 0 λ > 0 and ν > 0
Support [0,∞) [0,∞)
Density f0(t) = λ exp(−λt) f0(t) = λνtν−1 exp(−λtν)
Survival function S0(t) = exp(−λt) S0(t) = exp(−λtν)
Hazard function h0(t) = λ h0(t) = λνtν−1

Mean λ−1 λ−(1/ν)Γ( 1
ν + 1)

Table 2: Characteristics for the Cox model with the exponential and the Weibull baseline hazard function, V ∼ U(0, 1).

Characteristics Exponential distribution Weibull distribution

Time-to-event T = −
log(V)
λ exp(xβ) T =

[
−

log(V)
λ exp(xβ)

]1/ν

Hazard function h(t, x) = λ exp(xβ) h(t, x) = λ exp(xβ)νtν−1

was designed to be 0, 5, 15, and 25 percent of observations were truncated. It means, the truncated time
point was considered as the 0, 5-th, 15-th, and 25-th percentile of each of a time scale.

On the significance level α = 0.05, the true null hypothesis H0 : β = 0 was verified and the relative
frequencies of rejecting the null hypothesis were investigated. Observed relative frequencies of rejecting a
true H0 were further compared with the confidence interval for a proportion of successes in 1000 binomial
trials on the confidence level 0.95. The test and its p-value was considered to be conservative if a relative
frequency of rejecting a true null hypothesis was smaller than 0.037, and as a liberal, when a relative
frequency was greater than 0.064. Otherwise, the test and its p-value was considered as accurate. As
was mentioned above, there is also possibility to assess the accuracy of tests graphically using plotting the
empirical cumulative distribution function of the p-value on the vertical axis versus the theoretical one on
the horizontal axis. If the p-value is accurate, the curve for the empirical cumulative distribution function
of the p-value nearly coincides with the identity line. The curve for a conservative p-value is above the
identity line; the curve below the identity line indicates a liberal p-value [38].

For one chosen situation, the observed relative frequencies of rejecting the true null hypothesis per
1000 simulations are presented in Table 3. Particularly, the results for the Cox model with a dichotomous
covariate and with the Weibull baseline hazard function Wei(1.7, 0.5) for the sample size n = 50 are shown.
The results indicate the lowest accuracy for the score test, which was in more than half cases liberal.
Consequently, the Lugannani-Rice formula and the Barndorff-Nielsen formula in combination with the
score statistic were still in some cases liberal. The likelihood ratio test tended to be liberal as well. The
highest accuracy was achieved for the Wald test (conservative for truncation 25% and censoring 70% only)
and the Lugannani-Rice formula and the Barndorff-Nielsen formula in combination with the Wald statistic
which were considered as accurate in all cases. Similar results were also obtained for other distributions
and for a continuous predictor. The tests became increasingly inaccurate with decreasing sample size, as we
can see in Figure 1, where the empirical cumulative distribution function of p-value versus the theoretical
cumulative distribution function ofU(0, 1) for the Cox proportional hazards model with one dichotomous
covariate with the Weibull baseline hazard function Wei(1.7, 0.5) are presented. Apparently, the Wald test
tended to be conservative in the small-sample cases and the approximation with LR and BN improved
accuracy. The behaviour of p-values of some tests are not visible because they overlap. Specifically, in
panels (a) and (b), BNW with LRW, and BNS with LRS are overlapping. For large samples, the accuracy of
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Table 3: Observed relative frequencies of rejecting the true null hypothesis about the regression coefficient β on the
significance level α = 0.05 for a dichotomous covariate in the Cox model with the Weibull baseline hazard function
Wei(1.7, 0.5) for a sample size n = 50 per 1000 simulations.

Truncation(%) Censoring(%) LRT S W BNS BNW LRS LRW

0

0 0.061 0.063 0.059 0.061 0.061 0.061 0.061
20 0.062 0.069 0.062 0.064 0.064 0.064 0.064
50 0.057 0.060 0.055 0.058 0.058 0.058 0.058
70 0.066 0.066 0.044 0.067 0.056 0.067 0.055

5

0 0.063 0.065 0.060 0.064 0.062 0.064 0.062
20 0.061 0.064 0.061 0.062 0.061 0.062 0.061
50 0.060 0.064 0.057 0.062 0.060 0.062 0.060
70 0.060 0.062 0.041 0.059 0.051 0.059 0.049

15

0 0.061 0.066 0.061 0.060 0.060 0.060 0.060
20 0.063 0.069 0.062 0.065 0.062 0.065 0.062
50 0.056 0.063 0.055 0.056 0.055 0.056 0.055
70 0.064 0.066 0.044 0.065 0.054 0.065 0.050

25

0 0.065 0.063 0.062 0.063 0.063 0.063 0.063
20 0.063 0.067 0.062 0.064 0.063 0.064 0.063
50 0.061 0.066 0.052 0.063 0.059 0.063 0.059
70 0.071 0.075 0.034 0.070 0.054 0.070 0.048

all considered test is correct.
Summary of relative frequencies of observed inaccurate p-values (liberal and conservative) calculated

for a given covariate and distribution of baseline hazard function over all groups of censoring and truncation
are demonstrated in Tables 4 and 5. It easy to see that the Wald test is mostly conservative and overestimates
the true p-value, while the likelihood ratio test and the score test are mostly liberal and underestimate the
true p-value. For a dichotomous covariate these tendencies are more visible. The Barndorff-Nielsen and
the Lugannani-Rice approximations in combination with the Wald test (BNW, LRW) give better results and
they have less inaccurate p-values than the other tests. The results for a continuous covariate indicate that
the Wald test is a good choice for hypothesis testing about a scalar parameter. Note, that this test is the
main one in hypothesis testing in SAS under PROC PHREG. The combinations of the likelihood root with
the score statistic, LRS and BNS, do not improve the accuracy.

6. Conclusions and Discussions

The paper was inspired by the real-world application of the Cox proportional hazards model with right-
censored and left-truncated data, where the effect of the size of the mitral valve prothesis on time-to-event
was analysed. Truncation in a situation like this can completely change the meaning of the model in terms
of the effect significance [5]. Therefore the accuracy of tests about significance of one regression coefficient
was studied. The paper is focused on often used large-sample tests like the likelihood ratio test, the Wald
test and the score test. The results from the large simulation study indicate that the Wald test is mostly
conservative in contrast to the likelihood ratio test and the score test whose are liberal. The accuracy of
tests decreases with increasing proportion of right-censored and left-truncated data and decreasing sample
size. The accuracy in testing the effects of a dichotomous covariate is less than for a continuous one. The
score statistic is more inaccurate than the likelihood ratio statistic.

For the improvement of the accuracy of these tests, higher order approximations of the likelihood root
based on the Lugannani-Rice and the Barndorff-Nielsen formula were proposed. The simulations showed
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Table 4: Summary of relative frequencies (in percentages) of observed inaccurate p-values (conservative/liberal) for a
dichotomous covariate.

Distribution LRT Score Wald BNS BNW LRS LRW
Wei(0.7,2) 0/12.5 0/13.75 18.75/1.25 0/15 0/7.5 0/15 12.5/1.25
Wei(1.7,2) 0/13.75 0/15 27.5/1.25 0/12.5 1.25/8.75 0/12.5 13.75/2.5
Wei(0.07,2) 0/21.25 0/23.75 0/23.75 0/22.5 0/12.5 0/22.5 11.25/6.25
Wei(0.7,0.5) 0/17.5 0/27.5 0/16.25 0/17.5 0/11.25 0/17.5 12.5/3.75
Wei(1.7,0.5) 0/38.75 0/56.25 17.5/5 0/45 0/23.75 0/45 10/15
Wei(0.07,0.5) 1.25/27.5 1.25/26.25 23.75/7.5 1.25/26.25 2.5/18.75 1.25/26.25 13.75/11.25
Wei(0.7,1) 0/33.75 0/45 16.25/7.5 0/38.75 0/22.5 0/38.75 12.5/16.25
Wei(1.7,1) 1.25/25 0/31.25 21.25/5 1.25/26.25 1.25/12.5 1.25/26.25 12.5/6.25
Wei(0.07,1) 0/30 0/37.5 18.75/7.5 0/35 0/16.25 0/35 10/10

Table 5: Summary of relative frequencies (in percentages) of observed inaccurate p-values (conservative/liberal) for a
continuous covariate.

Distribution LRT Score Wald BNS BNW LRS LRW
Wei(0.7,2) 0/18.75 0/7.5 7.5/2.5 0/17.5 0/12.5 0/17.5 0/10
Wei(1.7,2) 0/18.75 0/8.75 8.75/3.75 0/16.25 0/12.5 0/16.25 0/11.25
Wei(0.07,2) 0/13.75 0/7.5 7.5/1.25 0/12.5 0/10 0/12.5 0/7.5
Wei(0.7,0.5) 0/20 0/11.25 10/2.5 0/15 0/11.25 0/15 1.25/6.25
Wei(1.7,0.5) 0/27.5 2.5/10 16.25/5 0/22.5 1.25/17.5 0/22.5 1.25/13.75
Wei(0.07,0.5) 0/26.25 1.25/13.25 0/10 0/26.25 0/20 0/26.25 2.5/15
Wei(0.7,1) 0/20 1.25/13.75 8.75/0 0/17.5 0/12.5 0/17.5 0/8.75
Wei(1.7,1) 0/32.5 0/20 10/10 0/32.5 0/22.5 0/32.5 0/18.75
Wei(0.07,1) 0/15 0/7.5 11.25/0 0/13.75 0/8.75 0/13.75 1.25/5
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Figure 1: Accuracy of p-values of the likelihood ratio test (LRT), the Wald test (W), the score test (S) together with
the approximations based on the Lugannani-Rice (LR) and Barndorff-Nielsen (BN) formula for the Cox proportional
hazards model with one dichotomous covariate for the Weibull baseline hazard function Wei(1.7, 0.5), truncation 25
percent and censoring 50 percent.

(a) sample size n=20 (b) sample size n=30

(c) sample size n=70 (d) sample size n=100
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Figure 2: The Kaplan-Meier estimates of survival functions with 95% confidence interval for the Weibull baseline
hazard function Wei(1.7, 0.5) on the left panel, and Wei(1.7, 2) on the right panel. Sample size is n = 50 and no censoring
and truncation is considered. Survival functions are categorized by a dichotomous covariate.

(a) sample size n=50, Wei(1.7, 0.5) (b) sample size n=50, Wei(1.7, 2)

usefulness mainly for the combination of the Lugannani-Rice formula and the Barndorff-Nielsen formula
with the Wald statistic. Conversely, the combination of the likelihood root with the score statistic does not
improve the accuracy.

The paper is focused on the scalar parameter of interest only, however, in practice models often include
more that one covariate. In such situation, the proposed scalar approximations to each covariate of interest
separately can be applied in a similar way. The nuisance vector parameter is estimated by means of the
constrained maximum likelihood for a fixed parameter of interest, and, consequently, the likelihood root is
computed from the profile likelihood. When inference for a vector parameter are of interest, higher order
approximations based on Bartlett correction of the likelihood ratio statistic or Skovgaard’s statistics may be
used [8]. The extension to more than one parameter is left for further research.
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S. Bělasková, E. Fišerová / Filomat 31:18 (2017), 5591–5601 5601

[12] T.K. Chandra, S.N. Joshi, Comparison of likelihood ratio, Rao’s and Wald’s tests and a conjecture of C.R.Rao, Sankhya A, 45
(1983) 226–246.

[13] D. Collett, Modeling Survival Data in Medical Research, London: Chapman & Hall 1994.
[14] D. Commenges, L. Letenneur, P. Joly, A. Alioum, J.F. Datigues, Modeling age-specific risk:application to dementia, Statistics in

Medicine 17 (1998) 1973–1988.
[15] D.R. Cox, Regression Models and Life-Tables, Journal of the Royal Statistical Society (Series B) 34(2) (1972) 187–220.
[16] D.R. Cox, D.V Hinkey, Theoretical Statistics, London: Chapman & Hall (1974).
[17] D.R. Cox, D. Oakes, Analysis of Survival Data, London: Chapman & Hall (1984).
[18] B. Efron, R.J. Tibshirani, An introduction to the bootstrap, New York: Chapman & Hall (1993).
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