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Professor Sonja Duleti¢-Lausevi¢ suddenly passed
away on December 18, 2021, leaving a large void
behind. Her passing left us in disbelief and sadness.
As a full professor at the University of Belgrade,
Faculty of Biology, she made great contributions
both as a teacher and scientist.

Sonja N. Duleti¢-Lausevi¢ was born on February
14, 1962, in Belgrade where she finished primary
school and gymnasium. She enrolled in the
Department of Biology of the Faculty of Science
and Mathematics, University of Belgrade, and
graduated in 1986 in the group of General Biology.
She received a Master’s degree at the University of
Belgrade - Faculty of Biology in 1990 defending the
thesis entitled: “Investigation of the production of
T-2 toxin and its effect on rec mutants of Escherichia
coli’. In 1995, she defended her doctoral thesis
with the title “Comparative anatomical analysis
of the vascular system of the genus Helianthus L.
genotypes” at the University of Belgrade - Faculty
of Biology.

Her first job was at the Department of Plant
Physiology (Mycology Laboratory) of the Institute
for Biological Research ,,SiniSa Stankovi¢” in
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Belgrade (1987-1988) where she was a junior
assistant. In 1989 she was employed as a teaching
assistant at the Chair of Plant Morphology and
Systematics, Institute of Botany, University of
Belgrade - Faculty of Biology. She was promoted
to Assistant Professor in 1997, Associate Professor
in 2005, and Full Professor in 2019 at the Chair of
Plant Morphology and Systematics, at the Faculty
of Biology.

She participated in the preparation and realization
of practical and theoretical courses organized by
the Chair of Plant Morphology and Systematics
at all study levels. She taught the Morphology of
Plants and General Botany course to numerous
generations. In recent years, she has been teaching
Anatomy and Morphology of Plants and Botany
at the undergraduate level. She is a co-author of
numerous textbooks and practicums. She is the co-
author of the digital content Visual Dictionary of
Plant Anatomy and Morphology.

She was the mentor of three doctoral dissertations
and a member of nine defense comissions, as well
as numerous master’s, and diploma theses. Her
scientific opus includes over 230 bibliographic units,
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over 730 citations, and an A-index of 16.

She worked in a specific scientific field of
Morphology, phytochemistry, and systematics
of plants and extensively carried out anatomical,
histochemical, and micromorphological analyses
of plants. She placed special emphasis on the
analysis of plant organs of representatives of the
Lamiaceae family. Special focus of her research was
glandular trichomes as the main secretory structures
synthesizing diverse Dbioactive compounds. She
was also involved in phytochemical and biological
activity research on plants. At the same time, she
worked in the field of mycology and collaborates
with a group coordinated by professor Jelena
Vukujevié.
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professor Solomon Wasser. Apart from the scientific

research work that takes place at the Faculty of

Biology, she continued work with colleagues from

mycology and collaborated with many colleagues
from our or other institutions.

She was a member of several scientific
associartions: Serbian Biological Society and
Serbian Society for Microscopy; Serbian Chemical
Society; International Sunflower Association;
OPTIMA; AMAPSEEC. Also, she was a member
of the editorial board of the international scientific
journal Botanica Serbica.

She served as a reviewer of many scientific
journals and student books and was a commitee
member for many teaching and scientific promotion.

Professor Sonja with the members of mycology research group (December 2009, Institute of Botany and
Botanical Garden ,Jevremovac’

Since the beginning of her career, she has been
engaged in numerous national and international
projects. As part of the international project
“Higher Education Reform in Biological Sciences”,
TEMPUS JEP 40094 (2006-2009), dedicated to
the reform of study programs at the Faculty of
Biology, she stayed at the Universities of Turin
and Nice in December 2006. In 2004, she stayed at
the University of Haifa (Israel) in cooperation with

84

In addition, she was working on the popularization of
Botany and was co-author of Botany for kids which
is translated into Spanish, Chinese, and Turkish
languages, and after that as a longtime editor of
textbook editions of the publishing house Creative
Center.

We will remember her as an enthusiastic scientist
and teacher, a careful person who enjoyed in work
with young scientists and students. We worked
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Professor Sonja with the closest collaborators (September 2014, University of Belgrade)

with her, discussed, made and achieved goals.
She suggested to the future generation that ,,The
challenge is to be a botanist and know that you
belong to the few who feel at home among plants”.
This sentence represents Sonja’s thinking and we
will keep her in our memory for a long time.
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